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the ceaseless stream of events', he now rallied to the idea
of a programme, since a party implied one. On August 23,
six days after the Bologna declaration, a colleague on the
Popolo d? Italia published an article affirming that ' fascism
must make up its mind to become a party or perish'.
Mussolini took the opportunity of announcing his con-
version :
e In another part of the paper a fascist writer raises a
fundamental problem which may be summed up in the
question, should fascism become a party ? After long
reflexion and a careful study of the political situation I
have come to the conclusion that it should. The causes
and development of the fascist crisis force this choice on
us : either a party or an army has got to be formed. In
my opinion the solution lies in the formation of a party,
so well organized and disciplined that it can be turned,
if necessary, into an army capable of violent offensive or
defensive action. The party must be given a mind, that
is a programme. Theoretical and practical principles
must be revised and extended, some of them abolished.
The weeks which remain before the national gathering
at Rome must be devoted to the elaboration of the
platform of the Italian Fascist Party.'
This was very prudent talk. He was not suggesting the
abolition of the squads ; he only wanted to make sure that
squadrismo was not going to spoil the political role of the
party. The ministerial crisis of June and the peace pact
had shown him that fascism was in danger of forfeiting its
legal and political resources and having recourse to mere
civil war, a policy which would end by antagonizing the
greater part of the country and inviting suppression by the
state. Mussolini wanted to play a double game ; preventing
the intolerance and impatience of the squadristi from
forfeiting him the legal weapons that he thought fascism
still needed. At the beginning of September he was con-
sidering a Fascist Labour Party. This was the transition
from the abortive proposal of a * Labour Party * and the
new theory. ' The word " labour " is essential/ he insisted,
in the name of the new party. Two weeks later he proposed